
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Monday October 25, 2021 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Lyons at 

7:00 pm. 

 

ROLL CALL— 

 

6 members present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin, Councilmembers Dodd, Gross, Lucas, 

Bakeman and Schuur.  Also present City Manager Anderson and City Clerk Patty Patano. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – October 11, 2021 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved for approval of the minutes; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL— Patrick Bakeman: There has been conflicting 

information regarding Halloween hours; City should repost info.  Kevin Anderson indicated that 

the City plans to resubmit info via several entities. 

Leon Laylin:  There will not be any more brush pickups, however after recent rain can people 

call for pickup?  Kevin Anderson indicated that yes people can phone in. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) – David Fair ask whether ham radio 

operators could gain permission to monitor SMART meters to see if they cause radio wave 

transmission.  Kevin Anderson indicated they would be permitted to monitor during this pilot 

period. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) – none 

PROCLAMATION –  

Whereas the year 1871 is recognized as the year that Philo D. Beckwith founded the Round Oak 

Stove Company; and  

whereas the Round Oak Stove Company brought the Industrial Revolution to what was then the 

village of Dowagiac; and  

Whereas Round Oak accelerated the growth of Dowagiac with increasing numbers of employees, 

thus becoming the City of Dowagiac; and  

Whereas the impact of Beckwith and Round Oak went beyond the factory with philanthropic 

activities, including establishment of the city’s first library and the building of a first-class 

theater;  

The City of Dowagiac hereby recognizes the sesquicentennial of the founding of the Round Oak 

Stove Company and Philo D. Beckwith’s impact on the development of the City of Dowagiac.  



 

COMMUNICATIONS – 

Event Request:  Christmas Open House Weekend, November 12 & 13 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved adoption of the even request; seconded by 

Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

RESOLUTUIONS – 

1. Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Randy Gross. 

Whereas, the evidence of Leon and Shirley Laylin’s commitment to the City of Dowagiac 

continues to radiate throughout our community is abundant; and 

 

Whereas, long before Leon Laylin was elected to City Council in November of 1997, Leon and 

Shirley were making an impact on the future of our community by successfully owning 

and operating a small business, working at a local bank, serving as state-wide leadership 

in the Lions Club, and having leadership roles in their church; and 

 

Whereas, Shirley Laylin was the Founding Member of the Dowagiac Dogwood Festival which 

provided cultural experiences to the public and education opportunities for a generation 

of Dowagiac Union School District students through hosting visiting authors including: 

Kurt Vonnegut, John Updike, and Joyce Carol Oats; and  

 

Whereas, the Dogwood Festival’s commitment to the arts continues to impact the residents of, 

and visitors to, the City of Dowagiac through the gift of public art that graces our public 

spaces; and  

 

Whereas, Leon Laylin, while serving as Councilmember and Mayor Pro-Tem, tirelessly pursues 

initiatives that enhance the quality of life of the citizens of Dowagiac which can be seen 

in his efforts to nurture the following projects to fruition: 

 

 The funding of improvements to homes in neighborhoods and Downtown. 

 The redevelopment of Commercial Street entry to the downtown. 

 The redevelopment of the former middle school into the Donald D. Lyons Health 

Center and new single family homes. 

 The relocation of the Dowagiac Area History Museum. 

 The purchase and continuing development of Russom Park. 

 The purchase of blighted block across from City Hall and the development of the 

James E. Snow Building; and 

 

Whereas, the Laylin’s lifelong home on Helena Street overlooks the Water Tower Park and the 

Laylins have seen many changes and improvement to this park over the course of their 

lives; and 



 

Whereas, the City has updated the Master Plan for this park to include walking trails, enhanced 

natural vegetation, an additional pavilion for family gatherings, improved playground 

spaces, and improved parking; and 

 

Whereas, it is fitting that the new vision for Water Tower Park be commemorated with the name 

of visionary leaders of Dowagiac who are neighbors to the park. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote                            

of its City Council, does hereby change the name of “Water Tower Park” to “Laylin 

Park.” 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the name Laylin Park recognizes and 

honors this dynamic couple, their commitment to our community, their passion for 

education and the arts, and their vision and work that continues to elevate the quality of 

life for the citizens of the Dowagiac, southwest Michigan, and beyond. 

 

ADOPTED 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

______________________________  ______________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

2. Councilmember Randy Gross offered and moved adoption of the resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

Whereas, the City of Dowagiac has the authority to contract with the Michigan Department 

of Transportation for state and/or federal funds for passenger transportation related 

services; and, 

 

Now, Therefore, be it resolved that the Transportation Coordinator or City Manager of 

the City of Dowagiac, be authorized and directed to execute said agreement 2022-0048 for 

and on behalf of the City of Dowagiac; 

 

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned duly qualified Board Secretary of the City of Dowagiac certifies the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at a legally convened meeting 

of the City of Dowagiac held on October 25, 2021. 

 

 

__________________________                     __________________________ 

Signature                                                          Printed Name 



 

 

_________________________   __________________________ 

Title       Date 

 

3. Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and  

providing for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, the utility meters throughout the city need to be replaced and upgraded; and 

 

WHEREAS, city staff is recommending a smart metering pilot program; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative 

vote of its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to contract with Vision 

Metering for a pilot program for a new metering system. 

 

ADOPTED 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

________________________________  ______________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

4. Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Patrick Bakeman. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and 

providing for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, a water reliability study identified the replacement of the covering over a 

tank at the water filtration plant; and 

 

WHEREAS, city staff is recommending CST Covers roof system as a replacement, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative 

vote of its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement 

for a roof system manufactured by CST Covers. 

 

ADOPTED 

 



Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

____________________________________ _______________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

5. Councilmember Bob Scuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Danielle Lucas. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing 

for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

WHEREAS, the contract for wastewater treatment plant and water filtration plant services will 

be up for renewal in February 2022; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of City to seek the advice of experienced professionals when 

seeking and evaluating services for operations of these critical city services, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to enter into a Professional 

Services Agreement with Alan Smaka, PE to assist the city in soliciting proposals, 

reviewing proposals, and, if necessary, provide transition assistance. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

_________________________________ ______________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

6. Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and 

providing for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is committed to having a reliable and cost effective police vehicle 

fleet, and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City staff is recommending leasing police vehicles,    



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative 

vote of its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to enter into agreements 

necessary to lease and maintain police vehicles with Enterprise Fleet Management 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

_________________________________  ______________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

7.  
      

Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution;                                                 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

         

        

       
 

       
 

   Payroll  $99,434.87   
  

   Bills  $488,283.43  
  

    $587,718.30    

        
 

         

        

        

  BILLS  PAYROLL  TOTAL  

  $488,283.43  $99,434.87   $587,718.30  

        
 

         

        

        

        

        

        

        

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to  approve the 

following invoices and payroll. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
  
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0    
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 0 
  
Patricia Patano, City Clerk 
Certified to be a true and correct copy 
____________________________ ________________ 
Patricia Patano, City Clerk  Date 



        

                
 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS— 

James Dodd:  Road on Spruce is having repair work and things are in order for completion. 

Randy Gross: It has been an honor serving with Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

Patrick Bakeman:  Thanked Mayor Pro-Tem for his service. 

 

RESOLUTIONS (continued) 

 

8. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Council member James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Open Meetings Law, Public Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976 as 

amended, provides that public bodies may meet in closed session for the purpose of 

discussing collective bargaining and real estate, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to meet with the City Attorney and City 

Manager to discuss collective bargaining and real estate. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council will hereby adjourn 

to closed session to discuss collective bargaining and real estate. 

 

ADOPTED 

ROLL CALL 

 

Ayes: 6 

Nays: 0 

Abstain: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk  

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

____________________________________ _________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

ADJOURNMENT CLOSED SESSION 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved adjournment of Closed Session; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 



ADJOURNMENT – 8:19 pm 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved adjournment of the meeting; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

 

 

____________________________________ __________________ 

Don Lyons, Mayor     Date 

 

 

 

____________________________________ __________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

 

 

 


